
Another unusually warm and glorious month of October helped us ease into the routines of the 
school year! How long will it last? 
 

One of our greatest priorities is ensuring that all our students arrive safely to school each and 
every day.  To enhance our existing absence-check procedure, BAPS is introducing Safe Arrival - 
a new, more efficient ‘student absence’ and ‘late arrival’ reporting system. This new system will 
reduce the time it takes to verify student attendance, making it easier for you to report your 
child’s absence, and easier and more efficient for staff to respond to unaccounted student  
absences. For full details, please read the Safe Arrival description in this newsletter, as well as 
the email sent to you this week. 
 

Continuing to create a caring, respectful, safe and equitable climate for learning and working 
together is at the heart of everything we do at BAPS.  During the Safety Week in October,  
students and staff had the opportunity to review and practice emergency preparedness  
procedures such as drills for Fire, Hold & Secure, Lockdown and Bus Evacuation.   
 

Congratulations to our outstanding Student and Staff Leaders – too many to mention! The areas 
of Athletics, Arts, Healthy Living & Well-Being, Environment and Citizenship are well represented 
through various initiatives at BAPS, including our Student Leadership Group, Football and Cross 
Country Teams, WE Day Leaders, BAPS Buddy Bench Champions, Take Me Outside Organizers, 
Instrumentalists and Vocalists!  Our dedicated BAPS citizens continue to work hard for everyone’s 
benefit, and represent our school exceptionally well at all, in and out of school events! We are so 
proud of you! 
 

At this time of year, our thoughts are full of remembrance as we think of those brave individuals 
who fought selflessly for our country and for the ideals of peace, freedom and democracy.   
Our BAPS students are busy preparing to mark this occasion by rehearsing for the assemblies 
that will take place on November 11 at 9:00 and 10:30 to commemorate Remembrance Day.  We 
thank our talented students and dedicated staff for all their efforts and as always, look forward to  
welcoming parents who are able to join us on this occasion.   
 

The month of November also marks our first formal sharing of the progress of our students.  

The purpose of this Progress Report is to inform you of the progress your child is making towards 
achievement of the curriculum expectations, as well as your child’s development of the learning 
skills and work habits.  As part of the assessment process, staff and students are busy learning 
and inquiring, preparing for culminating tasks, completing assignments and conferencing  
together.  
 

As in the past few years, curriculum expectations will be reported on using the following  
designations: Progressing with Difficulty; Progressing Well; or Progressing Very Well.   
Development of learning skills and work habits is an integral part of a student’s learning,  
therefore assessment of the progress of the following learning skills and work habits will also be 
reported on: Responsibility; Organization; Independent Work; Collaboration; Initiative; and  
Self-regulation. Formal reporting (with marks) continues to be done twice a year, in January and 
June.  
 

We will be sharing the Elementary Progress Report Card with you on November 22nd and meeting 
you for student-led conferences either on the evening of November 24th or in the morning on  
November 25th. We look forward to your involvement in this process and know that you will take 
this opportunity to recognize and celebrate your child’s accomplishments at this time, as well as 
support your child’s goals towards continuous improvement. 

 

We wish everyone a wonderful November and look forward to welcoming you for upcoming  
occasions. 

A message from the Administrative team: Mme Ioffe & Mme Small 
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Up and Coming 

November: 
 

1 - Bus Evacuation Training 

1 - School Council Meeting (7 p.m.)  
7 - Swan Lake (Tafipolskaya) 

8 - Swan Lake (Khera) 
9 - 11 - EcoCamp (Doucas) 

9 - Swan Lake (Zaretsky & Chamberland) 

10 - Swan Lake (McDowell  & Chamberland) 

11 - Remembrance Day Assemblies  
11 - Swan Lake (Werbiski) 

14-15 - Bullying Prevention Student   
                Training 

14 - Swan Lake (Walling) 

14-17 - Bullying Awareness and  

    Prevention Week 
15 - Photo Re-take Day 

15 - Swan Lake (Bruno) 
16 - Swan Lake (Amirpour & M. Botelho) 

17 - Swan Lake (Kennedy & M. Botelho) 

22- Reports Go Home  

22 - Area Girls Intermediate Volleyball 
23 - Area Boys Intermediate Volleyball 

24 - Parent Teacher Interviews PM 
25 - PA Day and Parent Teacher  

     Interviews AM 

30 - Regional Girls Intermediate  

     Volleyball 
 

December:  
 

1 - Regional Boys Intermediate  
           Volleyball 

5 - School Council Meeting (6:30 Potluck)  

6 - Powerstream Presentations 

15 - BAPS Holiday Concert (6-8 p.m.) 
25 - Christmas Day 

26-Jan 6 - Christmas Vacation 
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SAFE ARRIVAL IS COMING TO BAPS 

NOVEMBER 21, 2016 
 

We are introducing a new absence reporting system to our parent community, 
called Safe Arrival.  It will allow parents to report their child’s absence quickly and 

conveniently.  Beverley Acres Public School is one of a number of schools 

introducing a new, more efficient student absence or late arrival reporting 
system. This new system will reduce the time it takes to verify student attendance 
making it easier for you to report your child’s absence and easier for staff to 
respond to unaccounted student absences.  
 
In addition, we will also be introducing an automated notification system already 
used by our High Schools to contact parents who have not reported their child 
absent.  The automated notification system will contact parents at multiple 
contact numbers until one of the designated contacts is reached. If our system is 
unable to reach a designated contact after 20 minutes, office staff will follow up. 
If we are unable to reach you by phone as in the past we will continue to follow 
the safe arrival protocol and contact York Regional Police. 
 
By reporting your child absent in advance using the Safe Arrival toll free number, 
you will NOT receive a call. 
 
Please refer to the detailed letter sent home earlier this week.  As well, please use 
the fridge magnet, containing the toll free number that you can keep in a 
convenient location for quick reference when reporting your child’s absence or late 
arrival.  
 

Fridge 

magnet 

Please  call 

this number 

starting 

November 15  



The Grade 7 and 8 Bands have been practicing very hard the past two 
months in preparation for their upcoming performances.  They will be 
performing at the Remembrance Day Assemblies on Friday, November 11, 
2016.  The Grade 7 Band will perform at the Junior Assembly at 9:00am.  
The Grade 8 Band will perform at the Intermediate Assembly at 10:30 am.  
Parents are welcome to attend our Remembrance Day Assemblies.   
 
On Saturday, November 19, 2016, both bands will come together and 
march in the annual Richmond Hill Santa Claus Parade.  The parade begins 
at 6:00pm and will proceed south along Leslie Street. ending at 
Performance Drive.  Our Marching Band is very excited to be in the first 
night time Santa Claus Parade! 
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Intermediate Bands 

Red Cross Beyond the Hurt 

On November 14 and 15, ten of our intermediate students have the  
opportunity to participate in Red Cross Beyond the Hurt Training.  The 
students will learn about bullying and harassment prevention strategies.  
They will also learn presentation strategies to prepare them to deliver 
presentation to the rest of the school.   
 
We are very excited to participate in this program and know our student 
leaders will gain a lot of knowledge to pass onto their peers.   
 
We thank Mme. Zaretsky for her update.  

If you pick up your child at the end of the day, please ensure that you  
arrive by 2:20 pm.  If you know that you will not be on time, your child will 
be supervised by our staff at the back of the school and not be left to wait 
unsupervised at the front of the school.    
 
Your child will proceed to the front of the school at 2:35 along with our bus 
students.  Students will not be left waiting for parents outside alone at the 
end of the day.   
 
Please ensure that arrangements are made to pick up your child by 2:20 or 
2:35, at the latest. 
 
If you plan to pick up your child up early from school you must call and  
arrive at the school before 2:00 p.m.  Requests after this time will not 
be honoured as they disrupt our dismissal procedure.  Thank you for your  
assistance. 

Update in Student Afterschool Pick up   
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Please be reminded that traffic congestion in a school zone is not only an        

annoyance, it is a threat to student safety as well as a violation of the  

by-laws of the Town of Richmond Hill.  
 

Neal Drive is a no-parking, no-stopping zone which is monitored by the  

by-law officers of the town and parents who park illegally may face stiff 

fines. 
 

At BAPS over 98% of our students ride school buses, as such there is no 

accommodation for parent traffic on the school grounds during morning  

arrival and at dismissal.  Please do not try to enter the parking lot at these 

times.    

 

Thank you for your understanding and co-operation. 

Traffic Congestion 

Please remember that at BAPS, over 98% of our students take a bus to 
and from school.  For this reason, writing notes to change buses is NOT  
permitted.  This is to ensure the safety of your children.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation!   

No Bus Passes 

Donation Drive  

The BAPS Annual Fundraising Drive is coming soon.   The Drive will take 
place November 14-25 and donations can be made through School Cash 
Online.  More information will be sent home with your child .  

At this time of year, our thoughts are full of remembrance as we think of 
those brave individuals who fought selflessly for our country and for the  
ideals of peace, freedom and democracy.   
 
Our BAPS students are busy preparing to mark this occasion by rehearsing 
for the assemblies that will take place on November 11 at 9:00 and 10:30.   
 
Featured performances will include our Band and Choir, among others, to 
commemorate Remembrance Day.  We thank our talented students and  
dedicated staff for all their efforts and as always, look forward to welcoming 
parents who are able to join us on this occasion.   

Remembrance Day 



The Beverley Acres Cross Country Team had a very successful showing at the 
area tournament in October, winning a total of seven banners for the school.  
The team qualified participants in every single grade to represent their school 
at the Regional Cross Country meet.  There, the students continued to shine 
with finishes as high as 4th overall.  We are all very proud of team and the  
incredible showing they displayed! 
 
We thank Mr. Borsuk and Mme Nokes for their excellent coaching! 

 Cross Country  

Football  

The flag football team enjoyed a brief, but successful season. In addition to our 
exhibition game and practices, a new lunch intramural football season was  
established to allow even more intermediate students to participate in flag  
football games throughout the month of October. 
 
Many thanks to Mr. Fish and Mr. Saravanapavan for enthusiastic coaching! 
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With the approach of the cooler weather, we would like to remind you that 

students spend time outdoors at least twice daily for recess and they should 

arrive at school with appropriate outdoor clothing, including a change of  

footwear and socks. 

 

Please make sure your child has a pair of indoor shoes for school.  Outdoor 

shoes track in mud and dirt and it can be very uncomfortable for the  

children to wear wet shoes and socks all day.   

 

Every student must have a clean pair of sneakers for their physical  

education classes, which they can also wear as indoor shoes.  Please help your 

child achieve success in  physical education and help us keep  the school 

clean. Please also send in a change of clothing for your child, since our  

students often need to change into clean/dry clothes during the day.         

Cold Weather 

Volleyball  

October and November are busy months for intermediate volleyball players at 
Beverley Acres P.S.  We had almost 100 students participate in our tryouts  
showing excellent enthusiasm, sportsmanship and school spirit.  The two teams 
consist of 12 players to maximize playing time for all participants and practices 3 
times a week, continuing to practice sportsmanship, communication, and  
fundamental volleyball skills.  Each team will participate in at least 3 exhibition 
games at a variety of nearby schools to prepare for the area tournaments on  
November 22nd and 23rd.  We look forward to a fun and exciting month of  
volleyball. 
 
We thank Mr. Fish and Mme McDowell for their amazing coaching! 
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Instructional Time Begins at  8:00 a.m.! 

Our entry bell is at 7:58. When students  arrive late for school, not only have 
they missed part of their program, but their arrival is disruptive to the other  
students in their class. 
 
Students are expected to attend school on a regular basis and arrive on time.  
It is essential that students learn the importance of being punctual as it is a 
life skill everyone needs to develop. 
 
We understand that sometimes late arrivals are unavoidable due to  
emergencies and special appointments, but the majority of late days can be 
prevented with some careful planning by each family. 
 
We know traffic can be a challenge, however, if your child is eligible for  
bussing, and there is a reason why your child does not take the bus  
transportation  provided and you must drive him or her to school, please  
arrive by 7:45, before the buses. Supervision begins outside at that time, so 
your child can wait for the bell with their friends in safety behind the school.   
 
Thank you for your cooperation with this  extremely important issue. 

When visiting the school PLEASE check the Lost and Found for any missing 
articles (clothing, water bottles, shoes, books, etc.).  Any unclaimed items will 
be donated to charities as of December 23, 2016.  Your lost items will be on 
display during our annual Holiday Concert.  In the meantime, we have quite a 
collection of smaller items in the office (a number of pairs of glasses from last 
year and this, USBs, watches, jewellery, etc.).  Should your child be missing 
any small items please check with the office. 

Lost and Found 

School Visitors 

All parents and visitors are required to sign in at the office and wear a  
visitor’s pass.  Parents may not go through the hallways or out onto the 
school yard. 
 
We ask that all families wait for their children outside the exit door.  
Parents, if you need to speak to your child’s teacher, please send a note or 
call the office to request an appointment. 
 
Following these procedures fosters independence in our students and  
ensures a greater degree of safety for all.  We appreciate your support in 
keeping our students safe! 



 

 

This is a reminder to all parents/guardians/students that Beverley Acres  

Public School is a nut-free zone.  

 

Please, for the well-being of your child’s friends and  teachers, make sure to 

read all food labels THOROUGHLY before sending food to school with your 

child.  If you use alternatives to peanut butter, such as sunflower seed or 

soy butter, please make sure to indicate that by placing a note with your 

child’s lunch.  

 

Your cooperation is greatly appreciated, and you will be doing your part in 

keeping Beverley Acres a nut-free school.   

 

Thank you! 

Reminder:  Nut Free Snacks 
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Medication 

Children who need to take medication at school require a Request for  
Administration of Oral Medication Form signed by the parent before 
the medication can be given.  If your child requires medication during the 
school day please see the Secretary in the office.   
 
Also, we ask that parents keep the school informed of any medical concerns 
they may have regarding their child.  It is important that we work together 
to ensure the safety of all our students.   
 

Too Sick to Go Out for Recess? 

Then you are too sick to attend school.  It is an expectation at Beverley 
Acres that if your child attends school then they must go outside at the  
recess breaks.  Supervision is not available in classrooms or the office  
during these times of day.    
 
If a student is well enough to attend school, then he/she will be expected to 
go outside for recess.   

Parents, please remember to pack a spoon and/or fork in your child’s lunch 
as we do not  provide cutlery.   

Spoons & Forks 



BAPS Student Leadership Committee 
  
Character Committee:  
 
On October 26 the Character and Eco Committees collaborated in organizing National “Take Me 
Outside Day.” Both committees worked hard during several recesses to make this day happen. Junior 
and Intermediate students went outside for one hour to play games and sports around the school yard 
with guidance and leadership from committee members. During the day there were multiple sport 
stations made for students, who switched between the stations. All of these activities helped to keep us 
warm in the cold weather!  

 
WE Committee:  
 
On October 19th, the Grade 7 and 8 members of 
the WE Committee went to the WE Day celebration in Toronto. 
There, we learned a lot about the “We Scare Hunger” campaign. 
Several of the celebrity speakers spoke about their travels in Africa, 
as well as their experiences in local communities, where many 
families don’t have enough food to sustain their everyday lives. At 
Beverley Acres, we are committed to helping curb hunger in our own 
community by setting up a “We Scare Hunger” campaign at our 
school for a number of years. This year’s campaign started on 
Monday October 24th and will end November 4th. Already, there 
have been many students who have donated non-perishable items 
and necessities. These items will be delivered to the Richmond Hill 
Food Bank. Please help us reach our goal of 3000 items to donate!  

 
   Together, WE can make a difference! 

 
Yearbook Committee: 
 
On October 27th, some Yearbook Committee members took pictures of BAPS students taking part in 
“Take Me Outside Day.” These photographers got fantastic shots of students participating in activities, 
and posing for group photos, as well as of teachers and staff having fun. 
 
We also had the opportunity to take pictures of our Junior classes dressed up for Halloween and our 
Intermediate students participating in our annual Halloween Dance. We captured great moments where 
squirrels, kings and sumo wrestlers “Whipped” and “Nae Nae’ed” the afternoon away. We already have 
plenty of photos for filling up the pages of our school’s new yearbook! The Yearbook Committee is well 
on our way to making a wonderful yearbook for our school! 
  
 
 
 



 
 
 
Eco Committee: 
Battery Recycling  
We are engaging in a Battery Recycling Challenge with other schools! 
Did you know that all non-rechargeable batteries are 100 
percent recyclable? By participating in this program, we are 
keeping batteries out of landfills. 
 
On November 9th-11th, 6 members of the BAPS Eco 
Committee will join Mme Doucas in attending this year’s 
YRDSB Eco Camp. For three days, they will have the 
opportunity to engage in activities for, about and in our 
environment. They will be learning from experts and from other 
students some ways in which we can improve our BAPS Eco 
practices.  
  
Graduation Committee:  
 
So far the Graduation committee planned and executed the 
Halloween dance alongside members of the Character 
committee. Students wrote announcements, made posters, 
decorated the gym and planned games. Our prizes team made an exciting game to play at the dance: 
“Guess that Halloween Movie!” Our Graduation committee has accomplished a lot and we did our best 
within our provided time. The objective this month was to plan an amazing halloween dance in 
collaboration with the character committee, and we’ve completed that task and have even gone above 
and beyond! This Halloween dance was incredible, and maybe the best one yet! 
 
 



Additional information available on the school website at 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/beverleyacres.ps/SchoolCouncil 

 

 

  

Beverley Acres Public School  

 
Another school year is up and running and we are off to a wonderful start! I would like to 
extend a warm welcome to all our new students and their families.  
 
In addition, I welcome back those, who have been with us before.  As Chair of the School 
Council, I am looking forward to working with the Council Members, Staff, Administration and 
Parents to help make this another fun and successful year at Beverley Acres Public School. 
We are very fortunate to have enthusiastic parents working with dedicated Teachers and 
School Administrators on the School Council.  
 
We have had lots of exciting events so far, Terry Fox Run to Track and Field meets to name 
just a few. 
 
The School Council has many activities planned in store for this year, which rely on the 
support and input from Parents’ and Volunteers.   
 
If you are interested in getting involved or would like to know what we do, please join us at 
the monthly council meetings. 
 
 All parents/caregivers are welcome to attend.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
If you have any comments, questions or suggestions for School Council, please feel free to 
send a message to marisa.mahabir@yahoo.ca.  
 
 
 

November 2016 

Message from School Council Chair 
Marisa Mahabir-Byers  
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Mission Statement 

“The Beverley Acres Public 
School Council is a 

partnership of parents, staff, 
community and students. Its 
goal is to actively support the 
School’s Plan for Continuous 
Improvement in a manner that 
promotes a positive learning 
environment in both official 

languages for our students.” 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

School Council Meeting 

Monday, December 5th 

School Library 7-8:30pm 

School and Council Budgets, 

Fundraising, Activities & Events 

 

 

 

 

 

Lunch Programs 2016-2017 

We are pleased to announce the Town of Richmond Hill’s, Healthy Lunch Programs have 
started. Two new classes were added this session: “Smashbook” and “Home Alone”. Each 
program are being very well attended.  
 
Given the rocky start to fall’s session, we will be providing our BAPS families more time to look 
over the flyer for winter.  
 
Please look out for the information in our winter flyer in late January. 
 



Additional information available on the school website at 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/beverleyacres.ps/SchoolCouncil 
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BAPS Annual Donation Drive 

BAPS Annual Donation Drive is coming up on November 14
th

.  In the past, this successful 

fundraiser has helped fund many special activities throughout the year for our children. This year, 

you will be able to make your donation through School Cash Online 

Blizzard Cup 

We have had a very exciting couple  

of weeks with the Blizzard Cup.  

 

Here are the official standings as of October 27th, 2016: 

 

The Green team is in first place with 25 total points. 

The Yellow team is in second place with 21 total points. 

The Red team is in third place with 13 total points  

The Blue team is in fourth place with 8 total points. 

 

There are many months left in the school year! Keep participating and 

stay active! 

 

Reminder to all students, please fill out your ballots correctly.  

 You MUST put your first and last name and your grade on every 

ballot.   

Thank you for your cooperation and participation! 

 

The team color with the most points at the end of the school year, will be awarded 

a “Blizzard” ice cream party from Dairy Queen!   

We are looking forward to a wonderful Blizzard Cup race! 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for more details! 



Additional information available on the school website at 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/beverleyacres.ps/SchoolCouncil 
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BAPS 2016/2017 

School Council 

 

Chair 

Marisa Mahabir-Byers 

 
Treasurer   

Silvia Moreno-Ip 

 
Secretary:   

Andrea Pape 
 
 

Communications 

John Bertie 
 

 

Lunch Committee 

Karlene Chen 
Lisa Hanratty 
Liam Hanratty 

 
 

 
School Events 

Planning Committee 

Silvia Moreno-Ip 

Tracy Cunningham 

 
Blizzard Cup 
Penny Danos 

 
 
 

Members at Large: 

Ali Pourjafar 

Ali Salehi 

Daniel Yan 

Gloria Ko 

Hava Jouharchi 

Hrad Hekimian 

Karina Gelman 

Linda Sookanan 

Merav Sharon 

Sally Wang 

Stewart Sable 

Yannan Zeng 

 

 

 

Administration 
Yana Ioffe  

Shauna Small 
 

 

 

 

Did you know…………! 

 

Beverley Acres School Council is made up of many dedicated parents, whom work hard 

to coordinate and execute many different events throughout our school calendar year.   

Each and every parent volunteer dedicate their time by attending meetings 

approximately 6 times in the school year. With their support, we have managed to 

establish an effective and solid foundation between the school and home life for our 

children. 

Below are some of the positions on Council: 

 Chair, Secretary, Treasurer 

 Fundraising Committee Working Group 

 Community Event Coordinator 

 Pizza Co-coordinator 

 Communication and Website Coordinator, 

 Parent, Family & Community Engagement Committee 

 School Grounds Coordinator 

 Parent Workshop Lead 

 Student Workshop Lead 

 Lunchtime Programs (Healthy Schools) Coordinator 

 Blizzard Cup Lead 

 Staff Appreciation Lead 

Don’t miss an opportunity to be on a winning team this year.  If you are interested, 

please send an email to Marisa Mahabir-Byers at marisa.mahabir@yahoo.ca. 

 

 

School Council Meeting Dates 
 

Please mark your calendars, come, and join us 
for the upcoming School Council Meetings.  We 
welcome and encourage all parents and or 
caregivers to attend. Moreover, provide input 
whenever possible. Volunteering in your child’s 
school is critical in bridging the environment 
between home and school, and could not be 
done without you! 

Meetings are in the Library from 7:00 – 8: 30 pm.   

 

December Monday, Dec 5
th 

             2016 
February Tuesday, Feb 7

th
             2017 

April  Monday, Apr 3rd,            2017 
May  Tuesday, May 16

th 
         2017 

 

 

mailto:marisa.mahabir@yahoo.ca
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